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Greetings to all Chapter Members: 
 
Your Executive Council is planning an exciting year for the 
Inland Empire Chapter. It's begun with a brainstorming and 
planning session this past month. We meet again on October 5th 
to solidify plans for the next year. We welcome input from all 
members on topics of interest, training needs and interesting 
developments to share with the entire chapter membership. 
 
Please mark your calendars, "Save the Date", for our Fall 
Meeting to be held in Spokane on Friday, November 5th. I'm 
looking forward to a great year of showing each of you that your 
membership is valued and that IESWCS provides you with 
professional and personal opportunities. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ann M. Swannack, Chapter President 
 
 
  

Chapter Officers 

President 
Ann Swannack 509.725.4181 North Idaho 

Panhandle Director 
 

Dave Brown 509.323.2971 

e-mail: ann.swannack@wa.usda.gov e-mail:david.brown@wa.usda.gov 

Vice President 
Shelly Lassiter 509.323.2987 South Idaho 

Panhandle Director 
 

Vern McMaster 208.746.9886 

e-mail: shelly.lassiter@wa.usda.gov e-mail: vern.mcmaster@id.usda.gov 

Treasurer 
Emily Pickron 509.397.4636 Northeast 

Washington Director 

Sally Bredeweg 509.323.2958 

e-mail: Emily.pickron@wa.usda.gov e-mail: sally.bredeweg@wa.usda.gov 

Secretary 
Tim Dring 509.323.2972 Central Washington 

Director 
 

Steve Rolph 509.575.5848 ext. 286 

e-mail: tim.dring @wa.usda.gov e-mail: srolph@pn.usbr.gov 

Past President 
Don McCool 509.335.1347 Southeast 

Washington Director 
 

Steve Sprecher 509.924.7350 ext. 3 

e-mail: dkmccool@wsu.edu e-mail: steve.sprecher@wa.usda.gov 

 

July 16-20, 2011 

SWCS Annual 

Conference 

Washington, DC 

The 66th International SWCS 
Annual Conference will be held in 
Washington, DC. Primary 
conference dates are July 16-20, 
2011. The headquarters hotel is 
the Omni Shoreham Hotel, 2500 
Calvert Street NW (at 
Connecticut Ave.); Washington, 
District of Columbia 20008; 
Phone: (202) 234-0700, Fax: 
(202) 265-7972. 

 



FALL MEETING 
Inland Empire Chapter SWCS 

 
Inland Power and Light, 10110 W. Hallett Road, Spokane, WA 99224 

(Just off exit 272 on I-90 near Medial Lake about 10 miles west of Spokane) 
(509) 747-7151 or toll-free at (800) 747-7151 Web: http://www.inlandpower.com 

 

Friday, November 5, 2010 
 

Topic: Energy and Agriculture 
 
8:30 AM ...... Registration ............................................................................. Emily Pickron, Chapter Secretary 
 
9:00 AM ...... Business Meeting ................................................................... Ann Swannack, Chapter President 
 
10:00 AM .... Technical Presentations on Energy and Agriculture  
 
 Energy as a Resource Concern, NRCS Programs .......... Stephanie Aschmann, Leader, NRCS 
  Energy Technology Development Team 
 
 Energy Audit Program with Bonneville Power................ Andrea Mann, RC&D Coordinator,  
 Administration NRCS 
 
 Agricultural Solar energy Systems and Grid ................ John Wiley, Northwest Solar Electric 
 Tie Photovoltaic Systems 
 
 Composting in the Inland Empire ...................................... Larry Condon, General Manager,  
  Barr-Tech LLC Composting Facility 
 
11:30 AM ..... Inland Power Facility Tour .................................................. Dan Fransisco, Energy Conservation 
  Inland Power and Light Company 
 
12:00 PM ..... Lunch 
 
1:00 PM ........ Energy Field Tour .................................................................. Ann Swannack, Chapter President 
 
3:00 PM ....... Adjourn 
 
  



Northeast Washington Report, by Sally Bredeweg, NE WA Director 
 
This year marks the 100th Anniversary of the Great Fire of 
1910 or the Big Burn that swept across three million acres in 
the Pacific Northwest. In 2005 the Inland Empire section of 
SWCS visited an Idaho Forestry Research station and the 
view of the forest today is very different from the images 
of the aftermath of the 1910 fire.  

 
The forestry conservation practices of today have often 
grown out of disasters such as the big burn event. The SWCS 
community provides the opportunity for its members to 
network with people who have years of experience and a 
longer view of conservation work in their area of expertise.  
 
 

 
Southeast Washington Report, by Steve Sprecher, SE WA Director 
 
This last year was an exceptionally busy one in the Southeast Region. I say this because it went by so fast I don't 
remember most of it. Conservation programs administered through the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) consumed most of my time for the last 12 months. The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
was well utilized throughout the region, land owners and operators used it to reduce soil erosion, and improve soil, 
water, animal, plant, and air resources. The EQIP program was applied to cropland, forestland and grazing land. A 
new twist for 2010 was that organic farms were given a separate funding pool. There were several organic 
applications that were funded in the region. There was also a new special EQIP funding pool set up for CRP takeout 
with Direct Seeding or grazing. 
 
It is good to see that the conservation programs have been well supported by the public and government officials. 
These programs have provided significant assistance to private landowners/operators to improve the condition of 
our regions natural resources. 
 
 

 
S Idaho Panhandle Report, by Vern McMaster, S Idaho Panhandle Director 
 
Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts Division II continues to manage the North Idaho AFO 
Implementation Project.  The project has worked with 51 different project sites, removing over 8,600 head of 
cattle from approximately 23 miles of riparian area.  This project, funded by Idaho Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) and the Idaho Soil and Water Conservation Commission (ISWCC,) will continue for a few more years. 
 
Several conservation districts have undertaken restoration work for salmon/steelhead habitat within the 
Clearwater Basin.  Funding agencies for these projects includes Bonneville Power Administration, Idaho Office of 
Species Conservation, DEQ, and ISWCC.  Approximately $1,000,000/year is managed by Division II conservation 
districts for salmon and steelhead habitat restoration.  
 

  

 



2010 SWCS Annual Conference, by Shelly Lassiter, Chapter Vice President and SWCS West 
Region Professional Development Committee Representative 

 
It’s hard to believe that it has been 7 years since our Inland 
Empire Chapter hosted the SWCS International conference. 
Each year the conference seems to get better and this was no 
exception. This year’s conference in St. Louis, MO was 
“AWESOME!” The meetings theme was “Ecosystem Services” 
with over 615 registered for the main conference. In addition to 
the conference program there was a special 1 day workshop on 
Carbon Markets and a last-minute special forum and panel of 
experts was put together highlighting the impact on water 
quality in the Gulf of Mexico, titled “Gulf Hypoxia – A Midwest 
Perspective”. 

 
The Conservation Leadership Development Workshop kicked off the pre-conference activities on Saturday. This 
workshop was designed for incoming chapter president elects. All chapters were encouraged to send 
representatives to this training as activities emphasize the development of strong chapter programs that will 
beneficially affect membership growth and diversity. 
 
Sunday events included many committee meetings, a CPESC course review and exam and technical workshops 
providing CEU accreditation. The House of Delegates main discussion topic was “Energy, water and global climate 
change and how it will drive research and environmental programs over the next century”. The State of the Society 
Address was given by President Gary Steinhardt along with opening comments from the societies new Executive 
Director Jim Guilford. Jim, along with the SWCS Board of Directors, proudly announced that they had just 
completed a five-year Strategic Plan highlighting five major goals for the society: member development, 
communication and publications, conservation science and policy, leadership and financial stability. 
 
Monday and Tuesday were packed with plenary and concurrent sessions. Well over 200 presentations were made in 
a broad range of topics. Nine Conservation Innovation Grant projects were showcased and 63 posters were 
presented. Wednesday rounded out the week with a choice of seven outdoor classroom / educational tours.  

 
As a side note: 
 

Everyone’s clock has 24 hours. Plan some for yourself, both personally and 
professionally. There are mountains of knowledge, experience and 
networking opportunities accessible at these conferences. The conferences 
are designed for our members. I challenge you to step out of your “comfort 
zone” and seriously consider participating in next year’s conference. Submit 
a 10 minute oral presentation, prepare a poster, or be the chapters voting 
delegate by running for the next Chapter Vice President position. (Did you 
know, as vice president, our chapter will fund nearly all travel and 
registration expenses for you to attend the conference? Win Win.) If you 
have questions or ideas, I’d be glad to help get you started! The 2011 SWCS 
International Conference will be held in Washington D.C July 16-20!! Get 
involved. You’ll be glad you did. 

  

Renew Your Membership 

On-Line 
 
Go to www.swcs.org for 
more details and to update 
your profile. 
 
If you are not yet a 
chapter member, see our 
chapter website at 
www.inlandempireswcs.org.  



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

September 30, 2010 
 
All Members: 
 
Please review the attached revised bylaws. Changes to the November 1992 bylaws 
are highlighted in yellow. We will vote on these during the November 5, 2010 
chapter meeting. 
 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
Ann M. Swannack, Chapter President 
 



 
 
 

BYLAWS 
 

of the 
 

Inland Empire Chapter 

Soil and Water Conservation Society 
 
 
 
 

November 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



BYLAWS 
Inland Empire Chapter 

Soil and Water Conservation Society 
November 2010 

 

 
These Bylaws establish the methods of procedure, duties of officers and objectives of Chapter members. They 
supplement the Articles of Incorporation which have been filed at the Office of the Secretary of State in 
Olympia, WA. 
 
 
 
Article 1 - Definitions Regarding Names 

 
Section 1:  The term Chapter shall mean Inland Empire Chapter. 
 
Section 2:  The term Council shall mean the Executive Council of the Chapter 
 
Section 3:  The term Society shall mean Soil and Water Conservation Society, Inc. 
 
 
 
Article 2 - Chapter Area 

 
Section 1:  The geographic area of the Chapter shall include the counties of Okanogan, Ferry, 
  Stevens, Pend Oreille, Spokane, Lincoln, Douglas, Chelan, Kittitas, Yakima, Grant,  
  Adams, Whitman, Franklin, Benton, Klickitat, Columbia, Walla Walla, Garfield and  
  Asotin in eastern Washington; and Boundary, Bonner, Kootenai, Benewah, Latah,  
  Nez Perce, Lewis, Shoshone, Clearwater and that part of Idaho County lying north  
  of the Salmon  River in northern Idaho. 
 
Section 2:  The Chapter shall be divided into five geographical regions. A director shall be elected 
   to represent each of these regions as a member of the Executive Council. These  
  regions are defined as follows: 
 
  1. Northern Washington – consisting of the counties of Chelan, Douglas, Ferry,  
   Okanogan, Pend Oreille and Stevens. 
  2. Central Washington – consisting of the counties of Benton, Franklin, Grant,  
   Kittitas, Klickitat and Yakima. 
  3. Southeastern Washington – consisting of the counties of Adams, Asotin, 
   Columbia, Garfield, Lincoln, Spokane, Walla Walla and Whitman. 
  4. Northern Idaho Panhandle – consisting of the counties of Benewah, Bonner,  
   Boundary, Kootenai and Shoshone. 
  5. Southern Idaho Panhandle – consisting of the counties of Clearwater, Latah,  
   Lewis, Nez Perce and the portion of Idaho County that lies north of the  
   Salmon River. 
 
 
 
Article 3 – Objectives 

 
Section 1:  The objectives of the Chapter shall be the same as those of the Society, as a nonprofit 
  educational and scientific organization dedicated to advancing the science and art of  
  good land and water use. 
 
 
 



Article 4 – Membership 

 
Section 1:  Membership in the Chapter shall be limited to persons holding membership in the 
  Society (SWCS).  
 
Section 2:  Only persons who qualify under Section 1 and who have paid annual Chapter dues 
  shall be members in the Chapter. Each shall have one vote in Chapter elections,  
  may serve on committees, and may hold office in the Chapter.  
 
Section 3:  Membership in the Chapter shall end upon termination of membership in the Society;  
  by failure to pay Chapter dues within 60 days after the membership date as set by  
  the Society; or by resignation.  
 
Section 4:  Annual dues of the Chapter shall be an amount set by the Executive Council based on 
  the needs of the Chapter. Society and Chapter dues shall be payable together to the  
  Society headquarters.  
 
 
 
Article 5 – Officers and Directors 

  
Section 1:  Officers shall be President, Past President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. All 

newly elected officers and directors shall be installed at the close of the spring chapter meeting.  
 
Section 2:  The President, Vice President and Past President shall serve two-year terms. The Vice 

President will succeed to the office of President immediately following the two-year term as Vice 
President. The President will succeed to the office of Past President immediately following the 
two-year term as President. The terms of these offices will begin on odd years. 

 
Section 3:  The President will be responsible for conducting the affairs of the Chapter and the 
  Council. The President will be assisted by the other officers and Council members.  
  The President  shall appoint such task forces and committees, and make additional  
  individual appointments as needed to carry out the work of the Chapter.  
 
Section 4:  The Vice President shall assist the President, assume the duties of the President in  
  case of absence or disability in both Chapter and Council affairs, serve as program  
  chair for Chapter meetings, and serve as chair of the Nominating Committee.  
 
Section 5:  The Secretary and the Treasurer shall serve two-year terms to afford continuity of  
  Chapter operations. The term of Secretary shall begin on odd years and the term of  
  Treasurer shall begin on even years.  A person will serve no more than 3  
  consecutive two-year terms as Secretary or Treasurer.  
 
Section 6:  The Secretary shall be responsible for the minutes of meetings of both Chapter and  
  Council, and records of the Chapter and Council. The Secretary shall be the routine  
  correspondent for the President, in general business of the Chapter and Council.  
 
Section 7:  The Treasurer shall be responsible for the funds of the Chapter. This amounts to  
  receiving all Chapter dues for the Society, gifts, grants and other funds, and keeping  
  records of receipts. The Treasurer shall be responsible for disbursement and  
  accounting for disbursement of all funds upon order of the President, and shall give  
  a financial report to the chapter membership at each Chapter business meeting. The  
  Treasurer shall be bonded in an appropriate amount, determined by the council, the  
  bond paid for by Chapter funds.  
 
Section 8:  Regional Directors shall be elected to two-year renewable terms from a slate of  



  candidates prepared by the Nominating Committee. Central Washington,  
  Southeastern Washington, and Northern Idaho Panhandle directors shall be elected  
  in even-numbered years; and Northern Washington and Southern Idaho Panhandle  
  directors in odd-numbered years.  A person will serve no more than 3 
  consecutive two-year terms as a Regional Director.  
 
 
 
Article 6 - Executive Council  

 
Section 1:  The Council shall manage the affairs and finances of the Chapter. It shall direct the  
  President in disbursements of the funds of the Chapter.  
 
Section 2: The Council will determine the direction and scope of Chapter programs. It shall review 
  all suggestions for activities made from the membership and either determine action  
  to be taken, or refer the suggestion to the Chapter membership for acceptance or  
  rejection.  
 
Section 3:  The Council shall make appointments from the membership to fill the unexpired term of 
  any officer, vacant for whatever reason.  
 
Section 4:  The Council shall review and recommend to the Chapter suggested revisions in Articles  
  of Incorporation and Bylaws deemed necessary for the betterment of the Chapter.  
 
Section 5:  The Council will also perform such other duties as are prescribed by the Articles of  
  Incorporation or Bylaws.  
 
Section 6:  Meetings of the Council shall be called by the President of the Chapter, as chair of the  
  Council, or by a majority vote of the Council, as is necessary to conduct business of  
  the Chapter.  
 
Section 7:  A majority of Council members shall be required to conduct Chapter business. A  
  majority vote will be required to decide issues about Chapter affairs.  
 
Section 8: The President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Immediate Past President, and  
  Regional Directors shall comprise the Executive Council.  
 
 
 
Article 7 - Chapter Meetings  

 
Section 1: The Chapter shall hold two meetings annually (spring and fall), during early April and early 
November.  
  The Council shall choose specific dates and locations for these meetings; and may  
  deviate from these preferred time periods if necessary. The purposes of these  
  meetings shall be to present educational programs; receive reports from officers and  
  committees; and conduct business matters that require action by the chapter as a  
  whole. The Nominating Committee shall present its slate of candidates at the fall  
  meeting; and the results of the chapter elections shall be reported at the spring  
  meeting.  
 
Section 2:  Chapter committees, task forces and other appointed groups may hold such meeting as  
  are needed to carry out their purposes.  
 
Section 3: Members are encouraged to participate in meetings, workshops and conferences 
  sponsored by the Chapter.  
 



 
 
Article 8 - Parliamentary Authority  

 
Section 1:  The rules contained in "Robert's Rules of Order--Revised" shall govern the Chapter in 
  all cases to which they are applicable, and in which they are not inconsistent with  
  the Bylaws or the special rules of order of this Chapter.  
 
 
 
Article 9 - Amendments  

 
Section 1:  These Bylaws may be amended by a 60% majority vote of the Chapter members 
  attending a regular business meeting.  
 
Section 2:  Any proposed amendment will be reviewed by the Council and circulated to the 
  membership at least 30 days prior to any business meeting at which such  
  amendment is to be considered for adoption.  
 
Section 3:  No Bylaw provision or amendment may be adopted which is not in keeping with the  
  Bylaws of the Society, Articles of Incorporation of the Chapter, or educational and  
  scientific purposes of the Chapter. Upon official notification by the Society that a  
  provision or amendment is not in keeping, and after due opportunity for hearing the  
  Chapter, such  a provision or amendment shall be void and of no effect.  
 
Section 4:  Any change required by the Internal Revenue Service in order to establish or maintain 
  status of the Society or the Chapter as an educational and scientific organization  
  under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code shall automatically be  
  deemed a fully approved amendment to these Bylaws. The Secretary shall notify  
  each Chapter member of such change(s) and reasons therefore, and provide  
  revised text of the Bylaws.  
 
 
 
 
Article 10 - Awards  

 
Section 1:  The Chapter shall sponsor the Chapter Achievement Award and Certificates of Merit.  
 
Section 2:  The Chapter Achievement Award may be given annually for outstanding contributions 
  to the science or art of use and care of resources, of particular significance to the  
  Chapter area.  
 
Section 3:  Certificates of Merit may be given annually to persons or groups within or outside the  
  membership of the Chapter, for outstanding achievements in support of the goals  
  and objectives of the Society.  
 
 
 
Article 11 - Chapter Newsletter  

 
Section 1:  The Chapter shall publish a newsletter for its membership. The newsletter shall be 
  prepared by a newsletter editor appointed by the President.  
 
Section 2:  The newsletter shall serve two purposes: 1) as an official medium to be used by the  
  President for notices to the membership of matters requiring attention of the  
  membership, aside from the annual business meeting, and 2) as a medium of  



  exchange for semi-technical, social, or educational news pertinent to objectives and  
  activities of the Chapter.  
 
 
 
Article 12 - Committees and Task Forces  

 
Section 1:  Committees of members may be appointed by the President to develop and conduct  
  business or educational programs for the Chapter.  
 
Section 2:  The President will name the committee, designate its purpose, and appoint a chair. The  
  committee chair may select the committee members and petition approval of 
  committee members from the President.  
 
Section 3:  Task forces may be named by the President to develop data, collect information, or  
  serve in other temporary capacities. They shall function as would a committee.  
 
Section 4:  An auditing committee appointed by the President will audit the Chapter financial  
  records each year and give a report to the Chapter members at the spring  
  business meeting.  
Article 13 - Nominations and Election Procedure  

 
Section 1:  Each year a Nominating Committee, headed and selected by the Vice President, shall  
  select two or more candidates, if possible, for the office of Vice President. The  
  Nominating Committee shall select two or more candidates, if possible, for the office  
  of Secretary each even year and two or more candidates, if possible, for the office of  
  Treasurer each odd year.  
 
Section 2:  These candidates names shall be read to the Chapter at the annual fall meeting. At this 
  meeting, additional candidates may be nominated from the floor. A ballot with  
  candidate’s names will be mailed to each Chapter member. Competed ballots will  
  be returned to the Vice President by the date specified on the ballot. A majority vote  
  of ballots returned by the closing date will elect a single candidate for each office. In  
  the event that more than two candidates are on a ballot, a plurality of the vote will  
  elect the candidate. Tie votes shall be resolved by the Council. In the event that no  
  fall business meeting is held, the Nominating Committee report will be published in  
  the newsletter.  
 
 
 
Article 14 - Chapter Dissolution  

 
Section 1:  In the event that the Chapter is dissolved and/or ceases to function, all net assets shall 
  be distributed to: Soil and Water Conservation Society 945 SW Ankeny Road  
  Ankeny, Iowa 50023. 
  



 
Fall Meeting Registration 

November 5, 2010 
 

Inland Power and Light, 10110 W. Hallett Road, Spokane, WA 99224 
 
 

Name: ______________________________________________ Representing: _______________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ________________________________________________ State: ______________Zip: __________ 
 

Advanced Registration - $10.00 SWCS members, $15.00 non-members, $10.00 students 
Registration at the door - $15.00 SWCS members, $20.00 non-members, $10.00 students 

 
Mail Registration to: Emily Pickron, IESWCS Treasurer: PO Box 203; Garfield, WA 99130 

 
For “new” memberships received at the door the registration fee will be waived 

Annual membership is $80 for the Conservationist level and $25 for students 
 

Registration will include payment for a box lunch. 
 

Please come to the meeting with this registration form and a check payable to: Inland Empire Chapter – SWCS 
 

Inland Empire Chapter – SWCS 
Federal EIN 23-7437604 

Washington State UBI 601858337 
  

 
 
 
 
 
Inland Empire Chapter, SWCS  
Tim Dring 
17570 N Sunnyvale Dr 
Nine Mile Falls, WA  99026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Please Visit Our Chapter’s Website: http://www.inlandempireswcs.org 


